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About NCOA 

Our Mission: 

Improve the lives of millions of older 

adults, especially those who are 

struggling 

 

Our Social Impact Goal: 

Improve the health and economic 

security of 10 million  

older adults by 2020 
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 www.benefitscheckup.org  

 Screens for over 2,500 public and private 

benefits 

 

 

 

BenefitsCheckUp® 

http://www.benefitscheckup.org/
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86% 
of older adults currently receiving one federal benefit are also 
eligible for and not receiving at least one other federal benefit. 

 

Older Adults Missing Out on Benefits 

Each year, older adults miss out on  

$20 billion 
in benefits that help paying for prescriptions, healthcare, food, 

property taxes, utilities and more. 
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Closing the Gap: Benefit of Benefits 

Medicaid 

$5,591  

LIS 

$4,000  

MSP 

$1,663  

SNAP 

$1,356  

LIHEAP 

$375  

$12,985 
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Types of Programs 

 Health care: Medicaid; Medicare Savings Programs; donated vision, dental services; 

prescription assistance 

 Food: SNAP, Commodity Supplemental Food Program, home-delivered/congregate 

meals 

 Property tax relief programs 

 Respite/adult day care 

 Income: SSI, cash assistance 

 Veterans’ benefits 

 Utilities: energy assistance, telephone/internet 

 FAIR insurance plans 

 Transportation 
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Who can use the tool? 

 Intended audience is older adult aged 55+ and/or younger 

adults with Medicare due to disability 

 Anyone can fill out questionnaire: older adult, family member, 

friend, counselor 

 Gather info before filling out questionnaire: 

• Income 

• Expenses (rent/mortgage, taxes, health care, utilities) 

• Prescription drugs taken 
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BenefitsCheckUp®  Screenings 
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BenefitsCheckUp®  Screenings (cont.) 

Apply online 

(when 

available) 
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BenefitsCheckUp®  Screenings (cont.) 

Links to: 

 Local offices 

Program page 

 Downloadable 

application 

forms 
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• Residual Income Calculations 

• Property Tax set asides 



12 

 
 

Improving the lives of 10 million older adults by 2020 © 2015 National Council on Aging 

 

Get Involved with NCOA 

 Visit ncoa.org  and sign up  
to receive news, resources, and 
opportunities to learn and act. 
 

 Donate to support NCOA’s work: 
ncoa.org/Donate.  
 

 Share NCOA’s free, trusted tools with older adults. 
 BenefitsCheckUp.org  

 EconomicCheckUp.org 

 MyMedicareMatters.org  

 
 

http://www.ncoa.org/
http://www.ncoa.org/Donate
http://www.benefitscheckup.org/
http://www.economiccheckup.org/
http://www.mymedicarematters.org/
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Contact Us 

Amy Ford 

amy.ford@ncoa.org  

 

www.ncoa.org  

www.facebook.com/NCOAging 

www.twitter.com/NCOAging  

mailto:amy.ford@ncoa.org
http://www.ncoa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/NCOAging
http://www.twitter.com/NCOAging

