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The market in the pandemic: expectation

2

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

4500

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Equity Release Council

£bn



The market in the pandemic: reality
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Market drivers
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Meeting consumer needs and demands

Product innovation

Council's standards and protections
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Conscience of the 
market 

Representing the 
entire value chain

Setting the industry 
standards

Overview of the Equity Release Council

Representative 
trade body
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No negative 
equity guarantee

Secure tenure for life
Independent legal 

advice
Fixed or capped 

interest 

Our Standards and key consumer protections



Key milestones
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SHIP forms. 
500 plans & 
£28m 
released

1991

First roll up

1999

First drawdown

2001

FSA regulate 
lifetime 
mortgages

2004

FSA regulate 
home 
reversions

2007

Equity Release 
Council forms

2012

Product 
options: 58

Average rate 
6.2%

2016

Market reaches 
£3.9bn

2019

Council moves 
to outcomes 
and principles-
based 
Standards

2019

Product options:

698

Average rate:

3.9%

2020

Council’s 30th

anniversary

2021



Future drivers for growth  
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Holistic property wealth planning

Sustainable housing

Socioeconomic challenges 



Future drivers for growth  
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Changing attitudes towards property 
wealth 

Innovation and changing relationship 
with Gov

Council's standards and protections 
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Helping family out

Especially if in 
need now. 

Most common and 
most ‘permissible’ 

A more 
discretionary 
‘advance on 
inheritance’ 

Between income 
and needs for a 

secure / desirable 
retirement

For those with 
debt / high 

mortgage and a 
strong desire to 
retire (and/or 

inability to work) 

Close pension gap Controlling debt

Changing attitudes to drive growth: Home Advantage

Almost all 5,000 survey respondents can see ‘permissible’ scenarios 
where equity release would be a net positive for them.



11Equity Release Council

Changing attitudes will drive growth: Home Advantage
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Look ahead to 2022:



www.equityreleasecouncil.com


